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Introduction
Designers are Wankers is a free online creative 
community. It aims to further the notion that 
creative students and graduates (Plebs) need 
to broaden their knowledge and understanding 
of business and fair creative trade which is 
often something that fits into the contextual 
development category on college courses. 
Dialogue is encouraged between the Plebs and 
industry professionals (Gurus) who are individuals 
from a wide range of related fields, be they 
accountants, entrepreneurs, designers, engineers, 
college tutors or arts managers. 
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Background
The Website is based on a book of the same 

name by product designer Lee McCormack. 
The book (distributed by Thames & Hudson) 
is an account of the designer’s journey from 
leaving college in 1997 to setting up business and 
producing The Oculas. The book also contains 
interviews with Paul Smith, Karim Rashid, 
Neville Brody and Piers Roberts about their 
respective journeys. With chapter titles such as 
‘Clients, they write the cheques’ and ‘Who you 
are is what you do’ the book takes a personal, 
forthright approach to tackling the fears and 
aspirations of the young creative. Despite the 
title, The book is equally applicable to all creative 
fields and,as research has suggested, it is as much 
at home in the Ceramics and Fine Art department 
college library as it is on the shelves of Product 
Designers. The book is currently selling well in 
Magma bookshops and also at Waterstones Art & 
Design Bookshop in Covent Garden, London.
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Launch
The annual Video Phone Portrait Prize is 

an opportunity for creative graduates to enter a 
competition that not only provides a substantial 
cash prize of £5000 for the winner but also the 
opportunity to showcase their creativity to gain 
jobs, placement and feedback from the wide 
range of gurus on the site. A DVD is produced, 
containing the short listed entries, which is 
then given to likely sources of employment and 
industry connections. The first award ceremony 
was held at the London Designersblock in 
September 2006 (which included the launch 
of the website). The 2006 winner was John 
Harrison, an illustration graduate from Brighton. 
The aim of the competition is to encourage 
students and graduates to become pro-active 
in their approach to job seeking and to give 
entrants the possibility to network and introduce 
themselves to a wider industry community.
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Reasons
>  Plebs are accommodated free on charge on  

the website. 

>  Plebs are invited to fill in a profile, upload 
a picture of themselves and college logo (if 
student). 

>  The individual portfolio section provides the 
opportunity to upload images, short films and 
sound files which are downloadable free of 
charge.

>  There is an internal email facility with the 
additional ability to invite potential outside 
interest to view the portfolio.

>  Plebs are able to email HUGO questions 
relating to art & design which can be 
answered by the panel of Gurus.

>  Current Gurus include the new digital 
president of D&AD, Simon Waterfall, Co-
founder of Poke, Nicholas Roope, Director of 
Grafik Magazine, Angharad Lewis, designer 
Julia Lohmann and Claire Sambrook, tutor at 
Portsmouth University. 

>  At the time of writing there have been over 
70,000 hits on the site with over 10,000 
unqiue hits (Sept / Oct06)
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“I think the site is an ace idea, it’s nice to have a free, friendly and 
unpretentious place to showcase your work. It was the faq section and your 
description of me (a pleb) that drew me in, you got it spot on people! I’ll be 
interested to see how it grows and develops, anyway good luck”.
Cat Higgins
28, Graphic Design Graduate 

“Very interesting stuff.We would be delighted to join your network” 
Marvin Wilkinson
Anterior Light, Trend Anaylsis (Guru)

“I share the concerns you express and I have been working hard and 
successfully internationally to achieve great opportunities for highly skilled 
post-grad design strategists. But I am alarmed at the style of the website - I 
understand it is designed to grab the attention but I am not at all convinced 
that “lad’s mag” style and language will do other than exacerbate the 
situation !! It’s distasteful and counter productive. Unless  you intend to 
address these important issues responsibly, please remove me from your 
mailing list.”
Dr Roy Holland
Brunel University

“I heard about this site in Grafik magazine. I think it’s such a great idea. 
We need something like this. Many thanks! I’ve started to upload some of 
my work. I’ll get some more up over the next day or two.”
Nick Brookfield
23, Graphic Design Graduate, Liverpool

“I’ve spotted people I already know on it”
Amandeep Rahi
23, Design Graduate, London

“I do enjoy the site and want to nestle more in.  
Well done, I think it is a very cool project!”
Penelope Grabowski
Freelance Designer, London

Quotes
Taken from email correspondence between 

September / October 2006
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Contact
To sign up and become a pleb:  
(press button to link)
http://www.designersarewankers.com/member/
memberlogon.jsp

To view the site: 
www.designersarewankers.com 
http://www.designersarewankers.com/
 
Designers are Wankers are available for college 
visits and lectures on all aspects and topics 
covered by the site:
 
To contact to arrange a seminar/ lecture with a 
site Guru (press email link)
info@designersarewankers.com
For further details and requests 
perry@designersarewankers.com
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